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. By Dorothy McCardle
‘r Washington qut Stafl Writer

Friday :Akers was hele
: and ‘the President offered

in"Texas?” qsked Mrs ;ien-
- pedy in surprise. " =

: President  of - the
States and a chance to sleep

. in the midst of an early”
retirément at age, 59, a-sur-
prise “job offer from ‘the
United

at the White House seemed
tops for excitement to Rob-
ert ‘Wood Akers; newly ap-
pointed ‘Deputy Director- of

the United States Informa- '
) t1on Agency. e
" But the ‘pursuit ‘of “Akers -

to offer him the job was i

‘Sherlock - Holmes exploit in”
tracking - down a modernr
.Marco Polo.

a friendly ‘man’

Akers,
with ‘a thatch of silver ‘ha1r,
retired 13 months ago as
editor-inchief of the morn-
ing &and evening newspapets
in Beaumont, Texas, e and

~his wife decided to take off
‘fo a leisurely trip.dround

the " world. They_bought a
foreign car: and’ ‘have heen
driving ‘all over Europe by

easy stages for the. past’
year. Théey had expécted to _

Keep ‘on travelmg for a
couple more. years.

WHITE. HQUSE . officials T
tried:in “vain to track down .

the, ,Akers for almost’two
weeks - with lines- out for
them all’ over the Mlddle
East.’

,Flnally When the Akers
reached Carfu, an island off
the- coast df -Greece, - thefe
was an urgeﬁt summons’ to

. call . the "Wl‘ute House "in
‘ Washmgton. D.C. Akers-was-

told “not to leave Corfu.”
So' he” and hlS wife; who

speaks five' languages, wait- .
ed. impatiéntly, wondering !

what - wag" up.. Last Thurs-

E day another call simmoned -

Akers to' Washlngton pron-
to. President Johnson, -who
has known Bob Akers - for
30" years, wante& to talk to
him. . R

TIITT tm xKers

AKFRS, who has fhree

.+ ident compounded wonder
" upon wonder by’ suggestmhg
“Pm -faking off for the

ranch;-  so why don’t : you
spend the: mght here at the
White House”"

Alkers d1d ‘

“White House serv1ce Is
: the best . Tve ever had in

1 my. life,”. Akers -said yester-
i day. (He's moved to the
Mayflower* while hunting
for a furmshec} apartment.”)

ON ,SUNDAX, after Presi-
. den -Johnson. announced the
i appomtment at the LBJ
1 Ranch " ‘in Texas,
phoned his - wife. She ‘and
the car will come {o Wash-
ington .by boat - tl:le end of
August.
Mrs. - Akers 1s _German-
born, has lived in France,
_ and took up portrait photog-
raphy in Madrid, Spain.. She
came to America many years
ago and settled inh Houston,

"AKers .

Tex, where., she won fame ,

.. fqr-Her photography. . She .is ,

.. how “an’ Amerxcan cxtlzen
Ning_ years ago she and
Akers ‘Were married. She
““has been .to Washington
with. him on editors’ " con-
-ventions. The last time was
i during the Kennedy Admin-
“istration when former ‘First
Lady Jacqueline Kennedy
had all: the editors’ wives to
tea at the White Hous&

Mrs. Akers found herself_
‘standing next to ‘Mrs. Ken-
nedy and began chatting
- with- wthe «First Lady in_-

French s )
“Where ' d§" “you . comd
from?” Mrs, Kennedy asked_

Sibylle Akers:

~“From Texas,” 'replied

Mrs Akers. .
“Oh do they speak French

sons by & pre¥lous marriage,
says- that his wife is as
;pleased as he ig that he will |
be ‘Hoinga job fot' his coun-’
" try. The USIA post fits their ;

mutual in’terest in foreign "
lands a,nd peoples ! )
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